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Sir: 

The following preliminary amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted in 
connection with the above-identified application. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 1 , with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 


-Useful trifunctional l_i group, especially for esterifying directly to the nucleoside 
include linkers of the formula Ila or lib: 
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